
Ash Wednesday, March 2 
Pastor Rob

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,

so we too might walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:3-4

What is Lent? Isn’t this something that just Catholics do? Should modern Christians participate in Lents?
What does Ash Wednesday have to do with Lent?  

All good questions for us at North Point. If you want to know the history of Lent which began in the fourth
century from a pastoral concern in a specific context, go back and listen to Sunday’s sermon. I hope it will
answer the first question about how Lent began with good pastoral intentions. It was an intentional Christian
season preceding Easter meant to help focus new candidates for baptism (and all baptized Christians) on
discipleship and growing in Christ.  

Sunday’s message also answers what happened to Lent over the centuries in the Roman Catholic Church and
in particular how it radically shifted in practice and purpose into something that we Protestants feel the need
to reject. The Reformer John Calvin wanted Protestants to focus themselves before Easter on the meaning of
the cross. So if we as modern Jesus followers can retain and adapt the original purpose of Lent to focus us on
how to follow, serve, experience, and share a Jesus centered life…and do that in a way that focuses us on the
meaning of the cross for us, then we have a great opportunity.  

That brings us to Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent. 46 Days from today will be Easter Sunday. Our Ash
Wednesday service is intended to start our journey as a church and as a Jesus follower to better understanding
the last week of Jesus’ life and especially his suffering and death on the cross. That journey begins with a
reminder of our mortality. ‘From dust we came and to dust we shall return’ as the scripture reminds us. This
reminds us not only that all life comes from God but most importantly that Jesus’ cross holds the key to what
happens to us when we die. As Paul said, “Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of
life.”  

Prayer: God who gave me the gift of life, help me to begin a journey today that will deepen my relationship
with You, shape me into the person you intend me to be, and all so that I can be better used for Your
purposes in this world. On this Ash Wednesday, remind me that my time on this earth is fleeting and that
You have given us the gift of life beyond this life through the cross and resurrection of Jesus. May a journey to
better understand the cross and resurrection begin today. Amen
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Thursday, March 3 
Lent: We are Called to Be a Community
Lani Curran

“Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. …He withdrew about a stone’s throw
beyond them, knelt down and prayed.” Luke 21:39, 40 (NIV)

We are called to be a community, one in Christ Jesus, just as He is in community with the Holy Spirit and the
Father. Two months ago our church celebrated Advent, a season expressing this unity, as together we joyously
celebrated His birth, and the promise of salvation given to all mankind. As a community, we share in hope, in
breathless anticipation of what is to come. Lent takes us to a different, a more private, sometimes even a
lonely place.

The mystery of our Triune God, three persons, three wills unified as one person, but still three is
demonstrated in Jesus’s life: he prayed to and interacted with The Father and The Holy Spirit as distinct
persons, but he also was “as one” with them. In an also mysterious way, he calls us into a holy union: Jesus
prayed, “…that all of them may be one, Father, just as you and I are one in me and I am in You.” John 17:21
(NIV). He also loves us individually and calls us to confess and turn back to Him individually. We follow
Jesus who went out into this world, into human relationships. He was often surrounded by people who
needed and wanted Him immediately, but Jesus also treasured time alone in prayer with the Father. Toward
the end, he was abandoned by those who called him “Savior.” On the cross, Jesus called to the Father, but was
given no reprieve. This sacrifice finally freed us from the constant burden of sin.

We are called to community, to be one in Christ and to act as a body. Lent calls me into a place of reflection,
repentance and sacrifice, and I do this sometimes in community and sometimes privately, for 40 days. In
solitude, I consider the loneliness and betrayal Jesus suffered, and the deep pain of the Holy Spirit and the
Father as they separated from Jesus, allowing Him to fulfill his earthly purpose of the redemption of
mankind. But I am never alone, Jesus is with me during this time, guiding me and gifting me with wisdom,
forgiveness and joy. Amen
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Friday, March 4
Favorite Hymn from Lent
Mark Lutzenhiser

 
What I like about this modern hymn by the Getty’s is that it uses scripture/God’s Word, it clearly expresses
the Gospel – clearly expressing where humanity’s only hope lies, and the lyrics speak to the entire body of
Christ so it’s especially appropriate for corporate as opposed to solitary worship. Enjoy!

 
Christ Our Hope in Life and Death

Song by Keith & Kristyn Getty, Matt Boswell, and Matt Papa
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What is our hope in life and death?
Christ alone, Christ alone

What is our only confidence?
That our souls to him belong

Who holds our days within his hand?
What comes, apart from his command?

And what will keep us to the end?
The love of Christ, in which we stand

O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal

O sing hallelujah!
 

Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death

What truth can calm the troubled soul?
God is good, God is good

Where is his grace and goodness known?
In our great Redeemer's blood

Who holds our faith when fears arise?
Who stands above the stormy trial?

Who sends the waves that bring us nigh
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ?

O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal

O sing hallelujah!
 
 

Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death

Unto the grave, what will we sing?
"Christ, he lives; Christ, he lives!"

And what reward will heaven bring?
Everlasting life with him

And we will rise to meet the Lord
Then sin and death will be destroyed

And we will feast in endless joy
When Christ is ours forevermore

O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal

O sing hallelujah!
 

Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death

O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal

O sing hallelujah!
Now and ever we confess

Christ our hope in life and death
Now and ever we confess

Christ our hope in life and death



Saturday, March 5
Be Thou My Vision
Jann Stimac

A favorite hymn Be Thou My Vision, which comes from an Irish poem written by Dallan Forgaill, points my
heart to the victory already won for us through the cross. He is faithful to provide all that we need when we
keep our eyes on Jesus Christ.

 
Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

 
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son;

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
 

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise,
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,

High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art.
 

High King of Heaven, my victory won,
May I reach Heaven's joys, O bright Heaven's Sun!

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.
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